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WORLD AIDS DAY 

Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [1.07 pm]: Members may have 
noticed a red ribbon on their desks today to mark World AIDS Day, which was on Saturday, 1 December. 
World AIDS Day is a day to mourn the loss of those who have passed away; they and their loved ones are in our 
thoughts. It is also a day to recognise progress and reflect on what further needs to be done to halt the advance of 
this disease. 

Indeed, there has been much progress. New HIV notifications in WA are at a 10-year low. This marks a 29 per cent 
decrease compared with the previous five-year average. We are on track to eliminate HIV in the not-too-distant 
future. Our success comes down to three key strategies. The first is education and outreach. The WA AIDS Council 
has been working in our communities every day, delivering a powerful message promoting safe sex and personal 
responsibility. Just last week this government was pleased to provide a Lotterywest grant of $315 000 to the 
WA AIDS Council so that it can continue its lifesaving work. 

The second is early diagnosis and more support for people living with HIV. Better coordination among health 
services and treatment providers has ensured that those who have acquired the disease receive the support and care 
they need to live a normal life and to prevent further transmission. 

The third is HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis, or PrEP. Our government made this drug available just over a year 
ago. There is no doubt that its use has prevented the spread of HIV and contributed to the low numbers of new 
notifications we are now seeing. The biggest decline in these notifications is found among men who have sex with 
men, while the notifications among heterosexual males have remained steady. This means that more work is 
needed to target those people who still incorrectly believe that HIV and AIDS affect only homosexual men. They 
do not and the figures bear this out. HIV and AIDS affect people from all walks of life and it is incumbent on us 
all to contribute if we are going to achieve our goal and eliminate this disease. 

I commend everyone involved in preventing and combating this disease for their tireless efforts to inform and 
empower Western Australians to be responsible and live healthy lives. 
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